
Twin Sons

(Married)

(Married)

(Physical Relationship)

Shelah

• Judah asks Tamar to wait till Shelah is of age to
   marry (Ge.38:11). Tamar learned that Judah was
   not going to keep the promise of providing his
   son Shelah (Ge.38:14). Judah was concerned
   because he kept losing sons (Ge.38:11).

• He grew to the age to marry, but Judah chose
   not to provide Shelah to Tamar.
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Judah

Jacob

12 Sons
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!!

11

Er
Very wicked, so God took
his life (Ge.38:7)
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(Married)

Onan
• Judah gave his son Onan to Tamar
   to perform the levirate marriage
   (Ge.38:8).

• He knew that his offspring would
   not be considered his, but Er's
   (Ge.38:9). The LORD slew him
   for spilling his seed on the ground
   (Ge.38:9).
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Judah’s Wife
“Daughter of Shua” (Ge.38:2)

A Canaanite woman (Ge.38:2)

Tamar
• Tamar, a Canaanite, played as a harlot
   and Judah (her father-in-law) had
   intercourse with her.

• She became pregnant with twins,
   Pharez and Zarah (Ge.38:15-30). 

Pharez Zarah

• If a man died before providing sons to his wife, it was the duty
   of his brothers to marry her and to give her sons. 

• Its purpose was to ensure that a childless widow would have a
   son who would receive her late husband's inheritance and who,
   in turn, would care for her.

• The practice was implemented in ancient times to avert the
   extinction of family lines.
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